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Many of he eucaors, geecidly d the elmentary level, who ae sibject o the povsians of
the No Child Le" Behind Act, omplain that because lhey ae faced to pend dl tha time @ meth and
reading, they have no cnce b dsplay ther aedivity a to teachlte soid dudies, mcluding higory.
No me sems b have etertaned the psiklity that by having sudents ead gory, & hey wsal to do
in theMdGu'ey® Radxs they oud not mly improwve her alility 1o read they aso oud improve
ther knowledge of figtory a the sme tme. dy HekimOHigary of $is ey good reading fo younger
dudents of fetory.

Lae on in high schol gudents ae asigqed clgpters n higory texbooks, masdy written by
committees, ad h sane eses salted readings, btiit seems ey likdy that the ngority of US. hgh
stool sudents ae rever asled to read oe conplete hstory ook during ther four yeas. In meny
caseshie hgtory they do ead is sid higory prinkled with a fev higoricd #gures, dcs ad dtes, bu
the hgtory tha is amitted o0"en includes rhitary, dplomatic, politicd, legd, and eonomic higtory.

le w ay 0 lean and 0 enjoy hidtory is 0 read it, ad tha is not Howed in mos of ou schols.
An addtiond way o lean and o aenjoy higtory is b wite it, ha is, &the scha level, to do ese@h m
a hgtoricd topic and to wite abu it. Mog pulic hgh schols, @en including sme ate exan
schals sich & Bxon Lain Shal, no loger assign the @adtiond history term paper O fact, m
mos pulic schals, witing is nde the ontrol of the Bgish deatmaent.

le E nglish deartment, far a ariety of e&ms, las chosepasad and cedive witing & i
favorite knds, bong wth the @casiand #ve-paragraph esg. While the lglish deartment does ssigh
complete woks, of ourse hey ae #cion. Hction, ndeed, is H that many hgh schol sudents rave
head of. ®me ®en think tha history ooks @e orrectly refered to & noels, beause hey raven®
head anyone pe& almut non#cton books $me nfamouws hdorians fave ntroduced #cton into
ther higory ooks, btitha news is notedly curent & the hgh schol level. | recently heed a Igh
schol teache in a Bacing Ameaican Higory seninar, ask a eminent hisorian wha made m wite
his GowelO

College pofesas émog universdly bemoan the wor preparation of her fudents n reading
and writing. A recent Chronide ¢ Higher Educatn survey found that nearly 90% of ctdge
profesas nterviewed thought their sudents vere rot wall prepared in reseath, readng o writing.
And vha have hey dane abut it? e y omplain. It is hteresing b me lha sudeits en pess her
dae hgh schol gadiation tess, fo exanple he MCAS h Massachsets, ad then #nd ha they
mug take emdalial courses Wwen they et © ©llege.le B adon Aadbereported lagt yea that of those
dudents vho gaduate flom Massachisets hgh schols ad @ an to @ommunity ©llege, 65%ra n



remadia courses,rad of hose Wo @ o to the tate ©lleges ad wiversites, 34%ra n remedial
cousesAm | the mly ;e viho thinks he ollege asesnent people ad the hgh schol assesment
people nay not ke elking © each bE?

But while ®llege pofesass of etory teke zeo interes in the aadenic work of hgh schol
sudents of ltory, (unlike he sgous nterest heir coabing coleagues t&e n the ahletic
adievement of high stool sudent progects), thee is notdo much hey @ do abut high schol
ingructon in higory and n aadenic witing. Of geder concern is he &ct ha the najority of high
schal higory teaches dd not najor in higory (12% ofttean majored in physi@ educaion). lis m ay
have smehing © do \ith 57% of hgh stool sudents scang ®dow basi®o the maisrecent
Naiond Asesnat of Edicationa Progres US. Hdory tes.

One of he e@ms oachesra gven higory teacing asiqments is tiat they endteach
physics, Rsia, @ meth; anothe is hat it redly is®history that they ae eacing. Too o"en it is
said sudes, ad 0o 0"en tha meas, a | Ike b @l it, a"e Hip Wilso, @& H igory of Wra®
Happening NowO Br those smid gudies eachis who ae le" oer from the 1960s, ©MOncludes
Vietnam, Waergae, ad Woodgock, and not nuch elseven of he mes Wwo khow tha thee vere
French sudent riots h the e 1960ssavel as Aneican sudent riots, masdo not kowN and do not
weant to knowiN that much mee karbarous @udent uprisingld \ere @ing m a the ey sae tme i
Mad® Ged Culturad Revolution in China.

Nevertheles, gen high schol @enured radcasO eud ask her sudents b read Fstory ooks
and wite hgtory resei@h @Epes, btimos do not. Br sane of hem ime sopped in 1970 bso Ten
yeas @o, | head a voman who had l@en a mrse m the Mietnam War sging shedd leen a ges
peker in a elenentary chsyoom, aad ane of he sudents sial: Qe V ietham War! My grandfathe
fought in that!O @aly the higtorica time verp dmog causel he to faint avay.

People ask mmwly stidents ae rot witing &rm paers, because hey know stidents wil
have © dotin colege amnl may \&ry well have D wite sonething d their jobs laer. It is hard to
explan how 1ull the sbool day @n ke aml stll have ro time br red aadanic work, & leastm
history. Teaches asigqh readng i the exbook, and the sudents dm®do it, sotte eachegpends he
class ime ging oe the eading, and the sme @ttern is gpeded again and again.

Teaches sal to asign book reports, buthe sudents ddn®do ham, sohie eaches $opped
assiquing hem. me eaches ae gven 150 sudents If they asigy them a 2(page @Epe;, then when
the @pers ome n they wil have b read ad @mment on 3,000 ages a ther time otside he
classyoom. lis is unredigic. Whe | wes eacimg & the hgh schol in Cancord, Massachsets, |
didnhave hat many sudets ad the @pers vere not hat long. Yet | $ill cdled in sick foa ouple of
days, so lauid read hem @ hame.

lose w ho s@ sudents shold lean to wite aadenic pgoers n high schol, and not nany do,
do not How teaches tme b asiqh the @pe's, ad giide sudeits trough the esech poces, 0 to
do a demt job of aseshg hem when they ae urned in. Sme pivate scha teaches lave moe ime.
A higtory teachel knomN with a B.D. in history, teacing & a pivate schd acos he sreet flom
CdTechN cheks eery endnoke of eery pper that comesni. Not meny do hat.



Lots of pblic high stool teaters wio ae asigned saial sudies tases hve rever read a
history ook ard never had b wite a s@us aadenic reseah pger themsdves artanly not if
they went through the wua Socid Sudies Edcaor deyee pogram. |t is tard to onvey eihea the
exitement of hgory looks @ the sasfactons of wrk on a lmg seous aadenic pper if you lave
neve read he me @ written the oha.

Time b kring o the siker lining. Internationd Bacdaurede sudents tave b wite a 4,000-
word Exendal Essy fa the Dploma. me Iigh schol sudeits ead no#ction books a ther oan,
for sane eam. David McCullough reported that Harry Truman read swes ad sores of tstory
books not ssighed in cbss, ad dmog unthinkally in this pliticaly @rrect cay and ae, Tuman s&
(and found that),

O®eadng hitory, to me, vas &r nore hian a omartic adkenture. It was sadl instruction ard wise
teating whid | sanehow ®t | warted ard needed O 1 deided, e sal, that men meke hstory,
otherwise here would ke ro history. History dd not meke he man, he vas qgite cetain. His Ist of
heroes adarcal. To Andrew &d&ksa, Hamibd, ard Robert E. Lee vere addd Cincinnatus, Sipio,
Cyrus he Ged ard Gustarus Adolphus, the seenteenth-century Svedish kng. No ersms o
Lincolns @ Leonardos vere pat of his patheon as gt. Whatever it was hat made oler boys of
turn-of-thecentury Anerica enerate Ardrew Camege a "o mas HEism, he rad rone of 1. "e
Gred Men by his ights vere sill the ged generals..ODavid McCullough, Truman, 1992, p. 58

When | wes o sabaica from teacing hgtory d the hgh schol in Cancord, Massachisets n
1986/1987, lansideed that a fev of ny sudents fad witten much longer and ketter higory pepers
than they had b fa nmy chssestt semel reasmalle © aume hat in the 25,000 3. gh schaols,
3,500 @nadan high schols ad n ohe high schols n the Eglishge&ing world, there vwould ke
othe diligent Sudents of Istory. | thowght that if | o$eed a garterly journa of esys b these
dudents, hey mght s&xd me lier bes work. ®, h March of 1987, hoorporated le C onaxrd Review
and tha umme set ou a lwochure @ling fo pgpers b dl the hgh schols n the Lhited Saes ad
Canach ad 1,500 wsea

By the tme | lad #mshel paying kack fo my sabaica by ttacing aothe yea | rad @pers
from meny schols ad e/en subscibers fom fouteen daes ad fou othe cowntries | daoated ny st
$100,000d et sarted, asuming hat (1) meny mae god resexch @pers voud ome n and (2)
enough schols would subscibe b met epensesAsumption e ves pot an. e tave nav
pulishal 748 eamplary higory resexh @goers ty high schol dudents fom 44 &tes ad 33 dhe
countries Asumption two wes vay 0$.Schools whit could se he kene#t of heving stidents
published could ot s@ he kenetts of laving thear students ead he esgs witten by ther peers.
le re ae egeptions Enta Gidina $haol in Monterey, Cdifornia hes fad seard clss set of he
journd snce he #rsisue n Rl 1988, ad this yea Snggpore Aneaican haol signed p fa 50
aubsciptions One of he eaches hee sal:

Ol pasal ot le C onard Review & the legnning of tas | ddn®sa arything ecept: ke a lok
a thisO ldre t is 10 mutes lger, as | ype his, ard everyone b readng t ard not sging a wrd.
Amazing! Wha a pwerful tool..O

But so fev schols dd sibscibe ha | worked fa 14 yes wthou a skry a bene#s, ad n the
proces of seling sipport, | wes urned dovn by mae han a lindred foundations, ad the



Depatment of Ediction and the Nationa Endovment for the Himanities (serd times). | &d b
ugpend pulbication twice fa lack ofdinds,m 1991 ad 1995. Bough support did mwme n to resime
a"er tha, and | an nav working on the 6% isue. Vé puliish eleen esas n each e ad we acept
alout 8% oflhe mes w gt.

Sill end 4dl, the najor arganizaions onoarned with witing n the schas, sch a he Cdlege
Board, the Ntional Commissian an Whiting n the $haols ad rumeous Literag Initiatives lve sich
low and noma@denic $andards fo witing hat they redly do mee larm than gpod. Much las teen
written alou the spea#cidity of he ST Writing Te$, an which facs @ not onsideed important,
and fa which &ns of howsands of tsidents @y sevices © hep them pepare esgs n adance.

Even though sane hgh schol dudents, fo whatever persand reasms, ontinue © read gory
books ad wite sgous hsory resexh @pes (ve ¢t a lot ohdeendent sudy eseh @Fpea's, sme
ingoired by ou journd), theEducators hold dmost &l students dow to readng #cton ard witing
persma siu! and the #e-paragraph esy. | suppose if Bdicators vere Imiting d dudents of rath to
fractons lefae ollege hae would ke & wroar, bu smilar agonishingly lov eyectations fa reading
and writing @e n dae, vith narry a marmur from the gned pullic a from nedy dl of he
Edupundits

Will Atzhugh founded le C onaxrd Revieun 1987 ¢ recognize ad dgribute sgous hstory reseieh
papers ly high schol dudents h the Eglishe&king world. For mae nformation alou this wique
pulicaion, gease isitwwwtcr.org, @ wite hm a #tzhugh@ftor.org
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